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Legislation passes to incent major expansion in Burnsville, will add over 200 jobs to region.  
by John Gessner
Thisweek Newspapers

Aided by a newly approved state tax exemption, Burnsville’s third-largest employer is planning an expansion slated to add at least 250 jobs.

Goodrich Sensors and Integrated Systems is planning a first-phase, 50,000-square-foot expansion at the global company’s 240,000-square-foot Burnsville plant. The Goodrich campus south of County Road 42 at 14300 Judicial Road is also the company headquarters.

Plans call for construction of an icing wind tunnel to simulate flight conditions and expansion of the plant’s microelectromechanical systems facility, according to Steve Lenertz, one of two top plant executives.

Further expansion plans for 2012 and beyond are still in the works, Lenertz said.

“We’re just trying to keep the campus growing here,” Lenertz said. “We haven’t done an expansion here since 1982. We’ve been in a temporary building up on County Road 5 with our sales and marketing force and supplier development. We’ve been kind of making do here.”

Burnsville legislators helped secure passage of the tax break in the final days of the legislative session that ended this month. City officials were also called to testify before a House-Senate conference committee.

A provision for Goodrich in the omnibus tax bill grants a sales-tax exemption on construction materials and equipment once the company invests $60 million of its own money in the expansion.

The provision, which is expected to generate $4 million or $5 million in aid, also requires that the company add 250 jobs to the 1,100 it provides in Burnsville and the 300 it provides at a smaller plant in Eagan, Lenertz said.

“Some people say corporate welfare,” he said. “For us, it’s just competitiveness.”

A division of Goodrich Corp., Goodrich Sensors and Integrated Systems is a supplier of systems and services for the aerospace and defense industries. Products include air-data, ice-detection and external-video systems mounted on the outsides of aircraft.

With Sensors and Integrated Systems locations in five states and five overseas facilities, Goodrich Corp. had other locations to choose from before approving Burnsville’s first-phase expansion about a month ago.

“They’re great corporate citizens. And they could expand anywhere in the world, practically,” said District 40 Sen. John Doll, DFL-Burnsville. “We would like them to do it here. We know we have the employee base as far as the quality intellectual capital that’s required for the type of skilled labor they’re looking for.”

The new jobs will have annual average salaries of $63,000, said Doll, who carried the Goodrich legislation in the Senate, while District 40A Rep. Will Morgan, DFL-Burnsville, carried it in the House.

Formerly Rosemount Aerospace, the company has been in Burnsville since 1978 and was bought by Goodrich Corp. in 1994, Lenertz said.

“We’ve got such a long presence here,” said the Eagan resident and 1986 Burnsville High School graduate. “I grew up in Burnsville and went to school here. I think we’ve got great people.”

John Gessner is at burnsville.thisweek@ecm-inc.com. 

