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Sen. Doll Introduces Bill to Promote Solar Energy Improvements

State Sen. John Doll has introduced legislation to make it easier for homeowners and businesses in Minnesota to finance and install solar energy improvements in their homes.  


Sen. Doll has teamed up with a broad coalition of Minnesota groups to establish energy improvements.  He is working with the League of Minnesota Cities, Environment Minnesota, the Solar Energy Industry Association, Minnesota AFL-CIO, and other groups to pass a bill that would enable local governments to create programs to increase solar and efficiency improvements on residential and commercial properties through a voluntary local bonding authority program.


S.F. 2720 would allow local governments to help finance the projects upfront through their bonding authority.  A homeowner participating in the program would repay the costs through property taxes over the life of the bond, usually 20 years.  


“Because of our colder weather, many Minnesotans don’t consider solar energy a viable option,” Sen. Doll said. “But they would be surprised to learn that we have the fifth best solar resource in the country. We need to take advantage of that resource.”


Sen. Doll participated in a press conference this week that unveiled a report by Environment Minnesota outlining a vision for using the sun to meet 10 percent of our nation’s energy needs by 2030.


The report examined a wide variety of solar technologies and tools that could be used to help meet this goal. It also found that achieving a 10 percent goal for solar energy could provide more energy than the U.S. currently produces at nuclear power plants or nearly half as much as is currently generated by burning coal.


“We have a strong renewable energy standard in Minnesota,” Sen. Doll said. “Now we need to remove the barriers and create access for consumers to harness the sun’s energy.  The legislation I introduced will give local communities and homeowners the tools to get us there.”
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