Sen. Doll Proposes Alternative to Nuclear Power Plant Ban Elimination
 
           Sen. John Doll proposed an alternative to a complete elimination of the ban on nuclear power plant construction and will offer an amendment that would add conditions the PUC must consider before a certificate of need could be issued. 

"If the intention of lifting the moratorium is to allow our utilities and the PUC to consider all options, this amendment to S.F. 355 will codify criteria designed to protect ratepayers and taxpayers as well as address the serious issues of spent nuclear fuel," said Sen. Doll.

           Under terms of an amendment, a certificate of need for a new nuclear power-generating plant could be issued if the following conditions were met: 

        Construction work of a new nuclear power plant could not be included in the PUC's consideration of a utility's base rate increase. The PUC could also not authorize any other type of construction costs recovery for a plant under construction;

        A federal storage facility, not adjacent to the plant site, is available to accept and permanently store spent nuclear fuel;

        A safe and reliable transportation method is available to safely move the spent nuclear waste; and

        There is no significant risk of construction costs overruns and that ratepayers would be protected from the rate impact of such overruns.

The Commerce Commissioner would also be required to continuously monitor and study the effect that the new power plant could have on achieving its various energy policies. 

      These policies include:

        Maximizing energy conservation;

        Meeting the state's renewable energy goals;

        Maximizing electricity generation with renewable fuels;

        Minimizing costs to taxpayers;

        Ensuring a reliable energy supply; and 

        Protecting the environment.

"I believe that these are reasonable expectations to have in place if we want to build another nuclear power-generating plant in Minnesota," Sen. Doll said. "First of all, nuclear power must fit into our long-term energy goals and this legislation helps us determine that. And we need to safeguard the public from possible plant construction-related rate increases, address spent fuel storage concerns and provide a safe and reliable way of transporting spent fuel from Minnesota to a storage facility operated by the federal government.  This legislation addresses all these concerns."

