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Lawmakers kick off Capitol Fellowship Program

State Senator John Doll will participate in a new legislative internship program that will give persons with disabilities the chance to participate in the work performed in the Minnesota Legislature. The program kicked off on Thursday, February 4 with a Capitol news conference.


“The Capitol Fellowship Program will provide 11 young Minnesotans the opportunity to gain valuable workplace experience,” Sen. Doll said. “I look forward to working with Kari Sheldon, our intern, on various legislative projects during the session.”

The Capitol Fellowship Program is sponsored by MN Works!, a statewide initiative to assist people with disabilities in obtaining meaningful employment, and Sen. Kathy Sheran, one of Sen. Doll’s colleagues.

Each fellow will work one day a week at the Capitol on prepared projects, attend Senate meetings and participate in group projects with other fellows.


“This is a phenomenal opportunity for these young people to get a first-hand look at how the Legislature works, how policies and issues are discussed and how bills are passed,” Sen. Doll said. “I hope this sets the stage for future interns to gain experience in the legislative setting.”


Kari Sheldon of St. Paul will be Sen. Doll’s Capitol Fellowship intern.


The host senators participating in the Fellowship program along with Sen. Doll are:  Senators Ellen Anderson, Terri Bonoff, Lisa Fobbe, Ken Kelash, John Marty, Steve Murphy, Mary Olson, Larry Pogemiller, Linda Scheid, Kathy Sheran and David Tomassoni.


The interns are: Andrew Archer of St. Cloud, Paivy Ballayan of Minneapolis, Michael Krollof White Bear Lake, Adam Menden of Mankato, Roberta Blomster of Vadnais Heights, Kirt Dahlman of St. Paul, Morgan Herried of Stillwater, Dana Salmela of Roseville, Adam Goldhammer of Burnsville and Richard Jensen of Minneapolis.
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Sen. John Doll greets his Capitol Fellowship intern Kari Sheldon at the kick-off ceremony in St. Paul February 4.
