Minnesota State Senate
NEWS RELEASE
 
Senator John Marty
328 State Capitol, 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155
E-mail: jmarty@senate.mn
Phone: (651) 296-5645
 
State Senator John Doll
G-9 State Capitol, 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
E-mail: Sen.John.Doll@senate.mn
Phone: 651- 296-5975
 
State Senator Sharon Erickson Ropes 
G-24 State Capitol, 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
E-mail: Sen.Sharon.Erickson.Ropes@senate.mn
Phone:  651-296-5649
 
January 10, 2010

 
Senate investigates nursing home falls
The Senate Health, Housing and Family Security Committee recently announced a pre-session committee hearing for Thursday, January 21.  The committee will follow up on a recent media investigative report on Minnesota nursing home falls.   Since 2002, nearly 1,000 Minnesota seniors have died from falls in nursing homes.  The report raised questions about the adequacy of nursing home staffing as it relates to falls, and pointed out that only 10% of falls resulting in death are properly investigated by the Department of Health.

Senator John Marty, DFL-Roseville, chairman of the Senate committee said, “We are asking the Department of Health, nursing homes, caregivers, and senior organizations to participate in the hearing and will use their testimony to help implement changes needed to correct this problem.”

Demographic projections forecast that Minnesota’s older population will double in the next 30 years, making investments in our long-term care infrastructure vitally important. These same projections indicate that the number of persons over age 85 will nearly triple. 

Sen. John Doll, DFL-Burnsville, a member of the Senate Health committee who has been pushing for action on the issue, commented that, “My goal is to supply nursing homes with the tools and resources they need to provide quality care to their residents, and ensure that when accidents occur, every step is taken to provide seniors and their families the answers they deserve.

State funding for nursing homes has been a highly-charged issue at the State Capitol under the Pawlenty administration.  The Governor has repeatedly thwarted efforts to provide needed funding for nursing homes despite protests from senior advocacy organizations and efforts of legislators on both sides of the aisle.  In July, the Governor unalloted a long overdue increase in reimbursements that would have helped nursing homes keep up with the cost of providing quality care to their residents.  

“We must make certain that we have a cohesive system for nursing home care, with well-qualified, trained, and fairly-compensated workers.  It is inexcusable to cut corners on staffing when dealing with our most vulnerable citizens.  We must ensure that our seniors are well cared for and live quality lives,” said Sen. Erickson Ropes, DFL-Winona, a member of the Senate Health Committee who requested a hearing on this critical issue.

The January 21 hearing will be held at 1 p.m. in room G-15 of the State Capitol.

